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“The true meaning of history is that each dot between the past and present gets connected”

Last October, | visited Taiwan at the invitation of the Taiwanese Department of Education. The letter of invitation requested me to visit each of the
following universities: National Taiwan University (NTU), National Chiao Tung University, National Sun Yat-sen University, and National Cheng Kung
University, in order to have face-to-face talks with each respective University President about a mutual future direction, thereby enhancing
collaboration with Hiroshima University (HU).

The City of Taihoku still has many western-style architectural buildings which were constructed during the Japanese reign of Taiwan in the era of Meiji.
One such building is the NTU's College of Medicine’s Museum of Medical Humanities, of which | was fortunate enough to have a guided tour. In the
museum, | was transfixed by one wall panel with the name and photo of Dr. Kunio Kawaishi, who was in fact an ex-professor of HU.

NTU has its origins in the Taihoku Imperial University, which was founded in 1928. Dr. Kawaishi served as the 4th Director at the Taihoku Imperial
University Hospital between 1944 and 1945 in the final days of World War II. According to staff at the museum, Dr. Kawaishi greatly contributed to the
advancement of medicine in Taiwan during his directorship.

At the end of the war, Dr. Kawaishi came back to the city of Hiroshima, he served first of all as President of Hiroshima Medical College and then as
Professor of surgery, and finally as Dean of the School of Medicine (1953-1956). It was during these years that he greatly contributed to laying down
the foundation of the HU Medical School. The current renowned Medical School, i.e. globally active in academic exchanges and highly acclaimed, was
firmly established in the days of Dr. Kawaishi.

It was an unexpected and pleasant surprise for me to discover some of Dr. Kawaishi’s accomplishments in Taiwan. In 2014, HU and NTU signed an
inter-university agreement, which led to ongoing research collaboration and student exchanges between the two institutions. Moreover, in 2018 |
became Chairman of the Japan-Taiwan University Presidents’ Forum, which included many participating universities from Japan and Taiwan. This
Forum was held in Hiroshima city, with HU acting as the host university. In actual fact, the institutional relationship across the East China Sea between
HU and NTU was established more than 70 years ago, which of course was a considerable period of time before the above agreement was sealed.
People nowadays are prone to believing that they are in control of their own lives, free to live however they see fit. However, gratitude to parents,
grandparents and ancestors should not be forgotten, since in many respects one’s current life is indebted to this past. We are all connected through
the web of history, supported by and interconnected with those people around you. The trip to Taiwan made me realize once more that under the
surface of the present dots lie the seed of the past dots, which will eventually get connected to those in the future.

In our lives, there are times when each dot between the past and present gets connected, resulting in historical continuity suddenly becoming clear
in front of our eyes.
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