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Message from President
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“What a joy it is to have friends come from afar”
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“How delightful it is to have an old friend who shares your vision

makes a journey to see you.” This is a famous passage from the
Analects, well known for its description of the joy of learning
something together with like-minded friends.

In late September, at the invitation of Lithuanian government, I
visited Vilnius, which is the capital city of Lithuania enclosing the
Baltic Sea, for the second time. The purpose of my visit was to
give a plenary lecture on cartilage regeneration at Life Sciences
Baltics 2018. During my stay, two friends—one from Rome in Italy
and the other from Athens in Greece—came to see me, saying “we

want to spend the next two full days (including breakfast, lunch,

and dinner time) with you.” They are both emeritus professors
whom I used to meet regularly for dinner during the academic
conferences I attended in Europe, America, and Asia. I consider
them to be invaluable friends, to whom I am indebted for
enlightening me with cultural knowledge and a network of
contacts during these conferences.

Despite my area of research, knee surgery, being highly
specialized, I have been invited to give more than 170 lectures
abroad at international conferences. The upside of enduring the
long flight times around the world has been that I have become
close friends with many people both inside and outside of Japan.
Interestingly, some say that the “friend” mentioned in the passage
from the Analects above can be interpreted as meaning “a
deceased friend,” and that the passage is actually describing the
significance and role of a “dialogue with the deceased.”

“A dialogue with the deceased” has also been mentioned by Mr.

Tatsuru Uchida (a Japanese thinker who was invited to give a
lecture at the 86th Annual Meeting of Japanese Orthopaedic
Surgery where I served as a Congress President) and by his
master Dr. Emmanuel Lévinas (a French philosopher of
Lithuanian Jewish ancestry). Likewise, G. K. Chesterton, a British
critic, left us with the following observation: “One can only find life
among the dead.”

Both China and Japan have idioms, which in Japan we call # 255
#i(Koji-seigo). These idioms are derived from historical events or
classical literature such as i HI#T: (Onko-chishin: “Acquire new
knowledge whilst thinking over the old") and A%
(Shooh-Satsurai: “Consider past events and examine the gain or
loss from them in future”). Be it the West or the East, it seems to
be a universal truth that one needs to take a look back at the past
to unlock the future.

Nowadays, the situation surrounding universities in Japan is
becoming increasingly hostile. By looking back on the history of
Hiroshima University from its pre-establishment days (such as
when it was Hiroshima University of Literature and Science) to
the times of its incorporation as well as the path it has taken for
its reforms, it is essential for us to try to understand the
challenges it has faced and the accomplishments it has made in
the past as well as to unlock the future path of HU. These days, I
am often preoccupied by such thoughts.
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