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Message from President
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You can change the world if one person sticks to it.
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Shortly after the entrance ceremony, Hiroshima University organized an
event ‘Liberal Arts Education for Spreading Your Wings around the
World” where special lectures by leaders in their respective fields are
organized for the newly-enrolled undergraduate students.

This is a program I came up with for the newly enrolled students at
Hiroshima University to provide them with an opportunity in which each
guest speaker, who is a high achiever in his/her own field, can tell the
students face-to-face what kind of life he/she has led and what he/she
was thinking in his/her student days. The event this year is in its second
running, and in total eleven guest speakers have come and given
lectures. I believe that each lecture with stories containing rich life
experiences of each guest speaker must have echoed through the mind
of the first-year students.

As much as time allows, I attended some of the lectures. I was
overwhelmed by the talks of Mr. Saburo Kawabuchi, the first Chairman
of the J-League, and Mr. Kouzo Takaoka, President/CEO of Nestlé Japan
Ltd.

Under his unwavering belief of “Establishing sports clubs that are
deeply rooted in the local communities,” Mr. Kawabuchi dared to stand
against many resisting forces and successfully established the J-League
(Japan Professional Football League). He has also undertaken the
business of shaking out the divided basketball world in Japan, which he
successfully accomplished because he felt “no other person but me can
do that.” Without Mr. Kawabuchi, Japan would not be qualified to play in
the FIFA's Russian World Cup this year.

Mr. Takaoka is a man who has brought about a string of innovations
rather than renovations at Nestlé Japan, coming up with a new business
model which led to the products such as “Kit Kat” and “Nescafé
Ambassador.” He told us that trying to identify “problems customers
have yet perceived” is what has brought about the success of business
models he proposed.

I must admit that there is a difference between the world of sport and
business. Be that as it may, their stories certainly have demonstrated the
following: “If one person makes that much of efforts, one can change the
world.” Although there may be a limit to what one person can do, I dare
say it can eventually grow into great momentum.

In one theory, it is said that the Japanese expression ganbaru (“stick to

it") originally came from “ga wo haru (it means ‘having one's way’),”

which is said to have a connotation of “acting upon one's belief.” This
should not be construed that you can just push through your ideas in
order to achieve something. Rather than that, the guest speakers above
made me realize how important it is to exhaust verbal accounts and try
to persuade people around you with passion so that they are drawn to

whatever you are pursuing and feel compelled to get involved with that.

Once you get out in the adult world, you are expected to become a high
achiever in your specialized field. To become one, I would like to ask you
to polish up your communication skills and try to acquire skills and mind
that will prepare you for playing active roles as a leader. I may have
written this somewhere before, but ‘communication skills" can be
defined as an ability to be able to attract people with your ningen-ryoku
(a person possessed of considerable personal charm, intelligence, and
cultured demeanour) so that they may want to come back to see you
again; I think many people are naturally attracted to those who always
think whys.

I sincerely wish that those words from the guest speakers will serve the
newly enrolled students as “navigating stars” when they cannot make up
their mind for something once they sail into their campus life or life in

general after graduation.
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