o 04

-blus

[LEXZILHEE

Hiroshima University Magazine

22601y 3

B1RHEO

JERDIDEL
EM V0L KK

E21/EO

FY/NAREZHTEA @8




FEHIODAyE—

Message from President

“University is the place to question Why!”
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While taking my dog out for a walk the other day, for the first
time in a long time I looked up at the night sky adorned with
stars. Even as a young child gazing up at the dark night sky, I
used to wonder what the edge of the universe was like.

As I recall, it was also around that time that I heard the story:
“If a person in a three-dimensional world attempts to look at a
faraway universe through a high-performance telescope, he/she
can see the back of his/her head.” “If a living thing in a
two-dimensional world holding onto the surface of a 3-D sphere
keeps on walking in a straight line, eventually it comes back to
where it started. Likewise, if a person emits a light beam that
travels in a straight line in a four-dimensional world, the light
travels around and comes back to where it started, projecting
onto the back of his/her head.” Oddly enough, I somehow felt
convinced by such accounts.

During a public lecture (shimin-koza) held jointly by
AstroBiology Center, Hiroshima University, and the National
Astronomical Observatory of Japan, I learned of theoretical
physicist Dr. Stephen Hawking's “Breakthrough Starshot”
proposal, in which some Russian millionaires decided to invest
a couple of trillion yen. Basically, the plan entails sending a
miniature space probe to Alpha Centauri, which at 4.37 light
years away from earth is its nearest star. The spaceship
(mothership) probe in question carries an ultra-light space craft,
equipped with a very small computer containing a stamp-sized
camera, the aim of which is to transmit the captured
photographic data of nearby planets back to earth. With the
spaceship traveling at 20% of the speed of light, a ground-based
laser focuses a light beam on the craft’s solar sails. Although I
am not quite sure whether or not I live long enough to know the
results, I do feel excited at the prospect of intelligent
extra-terrestrial life.

This topic reminds me of the opening lines of Tanikawa
Shuntaro’s poem “TWO BILLION LIGHT-YEARS OF
LONELINESS” :

“Human beings on this small orb /

Sleep, waken and work, and sometimes

wish for friends on Mars.”

Perhaps we are nothing more than bubbles in this massive
universe. Be that as it may, we can still ruminate on the birth
and ultimate fate of the universe.

In the current climate of demand for innovation in science and
technology, there is an increasing tendency to emphasize the
“how” (in what ways and methods). It goes without saying that
“how” 1Is an important consideration, but it is equally or more
important to analyze “why.”

I dare say that one of the appeals of university life lies in
searching for solutions even where none exist. I recall with
nostalgia those days when I would enjoy contemplating, which
seemed to be precious moment in my life.
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