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Message from President
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| think that life can be often likened to a long-distance relay,
in which you hand a baton to the next phase “you”.
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Life can be often likened to a journey. However, in my opinion, it
also parallels a long-distance relay, in which you hand a baton to
the next phase “you” waiting at set road junctions of your life.
Along this course, you don't quite know which path or direction
to choose at an intersection, or at which speed to run, but you do
know to just keep on running to get to a certain goal. For
example, at high school, one such goal is to pass the university
entrance examination.

Along the way, you can expect some cheers of encouragement
from your family, friends, and teachers, but only you can actually
run the course. When you reach a set goal, you pass the baton to
the next “you”. In my case, when I handed the baton to the next
“me” waiting at Hiroshima University, I immediately took off for
the next set goal which was job hunting.. I seem to have been
repeating that process my whole life until now.

At the age of 43, I was invited as a professor to Shimane Medical
University (the current Faculty of Medicine at Shimane
University). I was the youngest orthopedic professor there and I
was surrounded by more experienced professors. I am fortunate
that my hard work during this Shimane Medical University
professorship was rewarded by a substantial increase in both the
number of published English papers and the University Hospital
revenue. Among those who supported me and accompanied me
along that path were the two young medical staff members of
Shimane Medical University, each of whom is now a professor
and chairman at the Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, at
Shimane University and Hiroshima University respectively.

The next leg of my journey took me back to Hiroshima
University, where I continued for some time along my running
track as a professor, until passing the baton to the next “me”
when I was appointed Hospital Director. During my directorship,
Hiroshima University Hospital was second to none among Japan's
national university hospitals for the amount of revenue it
generated per 100 beds. My predecessor, as well as the hospital
staff at that time, had paved my way for this achievement.

It has been a year and a half since my current ‘President’ baton
was passed to me. Since then, I have been running with all my
strength, whilst also ensuring that I don't run out of steam along
the way.

My wife recently mentioned this to me, and I quite agree with
her: although in the past I have always longed for adding
something new to my field of specialization, but so far in my life,
I have not been able to appreciate the scenery along the way
because I have been moving constantly at full speed... It follows
that I have also not had the leeway to anticipate the pleasure of
passing the baton to the next person in line.. Perhaps I should
start enjoying my life more, as the final destination becomes
visible in the far distance...

On the other hand, having come this far in my life, for the time
being I can see myself continuing in the same vein as always,
waiting until after the next baton handover to muse on the future.
What keeps me going along my current path is everyone's
cheering support, including that from the Hiroshima University

alumni.
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